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"ig Swearing. 


AGAINST 


* 


Society. 
the moſt horrible Sin of Perjury. Falſe S$toear- 


1 1 
_ 


It is a Sin, of all others, Provocative of Di- 


vine Judgment: *Tis very noxious to Human 
t often brings the Practiſer of it into 


ing naturally ſpringeth out of much Swearing. 


It diſparages him that uſes it, and derogates 
from his Credit. Tis groſs Rudeneſi. And tis 


an inſolent Defiance of the common Profeſ- 
ſion, the Religion, the Law of our Country, 
which diſalloweth and condemneth it. 


See Dr. Barrow' Sermon e Swearing 
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HIS Diſcourſe e i. 
Service o your Lordſhip | 
as the principal Magiſtrate | 
: of this great City; and as 

you are berefore principally concerned, 

to ſuppreſs thoſe Vices, which" would 
overthrow a City and Kingdom. But 
beſides your bigh Station, your: Lord- 
ſhip's perſonal Character is ſuch, as 
encourages me to hope, this will not be 
an unacceptable e 70 h And. 
the inſcribing Lordſhip s Name be- 
fore a Diſcourſe of bis Mature, I pra- 

"_ my ſelf e in (if your. 
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| 7 HEN x ny is 3 zo 5 
profane Swearers, right they be made 
wiſer and better, s Puniſbments 
; would become rea 3 ee 74 
ical. 

putting ſomething of this N rag into 
their Hana, ſuob an End might leb 
trained. For ibo ſome wicked Wretches, 
may be got to ſuch a pitch, as to deſpiſe 
&- deiſtrudttom aπ.ie Coiredtion; or, 
of 17 4a bh haped, this is the. as) 4 4-4 | 
4 FN. Afi 80 others; ob a Wikeal 
agdinit Sweating) giver to fe r the 
trove of ther Oonvüctien or put into 
be bum inf} others} for rbem (my ht 
frrbve purtiouia i ef. Whenthe Pen 
avral the S rd are bas united, for the 
Reformation Virus Ages: may 
e qa pee ee 
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BEG ak ideg will dps wie 
lawns vo fay-o#(this'Ogcaftan;'\ tha? both 
the Gradis of Religion, ane the God 
of the. State, call for!vigorous Endea- 

vours 
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3 ern can there Ph im 


Ai the. Mae of Gon in dur Prayersy 
wheje: Mw ate accu mcd, and a- 
eu to male Ihr of that ame, ond tn 
abejs it intheir ονπ]]⸗˖ſmuͤn· CoVerſation s 
Or what can public Preaching om 
in folemnly tell Man of the Danger . 
% Damnation for weir Bing, - en 
mu rvery fie Dacafien,. they are. 
u iv damn ane another's Blood; and, 
Souls, 40 che Pit 7 Hall? Mere it mat! 
a Max , has. any Fear ꝙ 'G amy, 
and Concern for Religion, but is daily 
wounded, and cut to the Heart, in 
bearing theſe things. | 
YOUR Lordſhip cannot bus be 72 
ſible, that the Power of the Mag I 
and thei'Gwd of rhe State; oall {ug 4 
Suppreſſion of this horrid Wickednefs. 
There will be no ſecuring the Credit of 
an. Oath, | withdut puniſbing ſuch as 
profane it. To makea common Prac- 
tice of Swearing, is that which turns 
Oaths into mere Trifles with Nen; and 
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by this Mhone the Publics debe, 5 
Security and Advantage, wöbicb our 
Laws ſuppoſe to ariſe from them. The 
Power of Magiſtrates, und Princes, will! 
never be rover d as it ought toberſo lm 
as the Fountain of all Honour, and 
Hemer i ir vreated V. _ and wb __ 
I will add bur vive chlo ann . 

nothing in the World would be fo eſfec- 
zual, to bring unruly Spirits into Order 
ant Subjection, as a reſolute and con- 
. 27275 them for this drags? 
Sin. 1 am, d uy _ 


| 0 Lord, SN dec 
. 1723. | 
1 | Your ur Lodi 5 obedient, 
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4 7 _ "AG made 27 J E. Sp. 30 in 
8 the Tear 1623; it is declared; „ For as 
©. much gs all profane Swearing and Cur- 
« fing La by the mord G0 p, 
60 berefort"enafted by the Authority of the'then 

+ Parliament, that 9 Perſon. or Pbr ſans yen 
* thenteforth "profanely Swear or C 


„Penalty of fe fame ove tis 1s ue woo te 


66 Poor for or every Oath Or Cure AH feof” * 


6 J any "refuſe to pay, " up#n-Convittion;"\ the 
. Money in 10 be levied: by Diſtreſs. © And in difeft 


r Dre. the Offender is iu he Jet: in be Stocks 


above twelve” Mars old, iß under ubat Ago be 
4 ig f be whip'd by the ae voy the Parent, 
60 or Maſter if pre. EI teen wy WY 
"THIS Aﬀ was \to'camtinine till: th6inext 
Parliament. : And'then in the 3 of Charles I. cap. 4. 
1627, it was further continusd. An anotber Revi- 
5 and. Continuation" of it r "Reign 
T n * reer 
BUT in the Tear 1694, the'6 andy of Wil- 
lam III. cap. 1 1. there was a new A —— 
Hitled, an & for the more effetual ſu 
- Profane © Curſing, and Swearing. boa — 15 
appointed, That any 
=; Nee x in the. Preſence, or Krenn of 
« any Fuſtice of Peace, Mayor, Bailiff," or 
_ «©. bead Officer; or ſhould be convicted Jeers: ai 


e theſe, by the Oath 0 Ry one Witneſs 3 he 
Information be 


within ten PEI after the Offence 
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HTS Epittle of St. James was We 
to warn the Jews of thoſe 
calamities and deſolations, that wer 
Juſt at the door. As in ver. 9 of 'th 
| er. And, heteupon, „t encou thoſe that | 
be bande 1 and to hold faſt 1 
Serke! egrity even to 8 And if it 5 | 


a, 
* _ a , Aa - - 4 * . 


all things, my brethren, ſwear . | 
I rx may be read, before all things 3 (760 > 2485 
as if it hed been ſaid, dot fall in wichth that wick 


cuſtom of many, or every thing they 25675 to par 

an Oath. all cuſtomary ne . 

is forbidden 6k att => by pture 

demned, for 58 grie vous Sin. 

Ix ma e accounts be read, above all. 
things ſwear no 105 I ſhall ſhew hereafter: ) But 


while James hors have this other 
things, W many are there that mind this leaſe 


of all things! 
Son haye t R 
ice to Pg ut to the Jews, with whom 
rofane ſw was, yery,common. z becauſe this 
piſtle by rnſerih d, in general, 1 — W Tribes 
caltered abroad. * — can hardly be ſu 
| $6 of the ſpots of Go 58 Childr en; W Pa, 
when he was charged with bei a Diſciple 5 


Cnx1sT, thought he could not more effectuall 


off that ſu than —M 2 
_ it being 1 of 1 Bie 0 of Ixsus, 
that they durſt not allow themſelves in This ſin, But 
poſſibly ſome of the Iooſer ſortiof thoſe who were 
called Chriſtians might fall into this common and 


e ag well as other evils e 


4 thi F2Ps vice this 1 at . 
| alou 7 Pr evail'd, in this cit fy, AT 15555 b 


ſtanding « N Mia Nin 0 poo EPR \ 
man am there tha lory in t 5 
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SWEARING is a moſt vile daring fin, and whar* 
. by no means be excuſed. Mens being beg | 
provocetions; or or; by-thetrrown jens, 
Safe . en bin gu hel g 
takes bis name in vain, let the pic — Ait te 
what it will. Becauſe of ſtweari 15 s the Pro- 
Ae the land motrnedb;; oi it 10. And 
le James in the words I have read, ſeems 
| el concerned to 1 * Chriſtians With 
a far and read of this f © Above all yard _ 
brethren, ſwear not. | om which . 
endeavour to offer what I hope e Blei- 
ſing of God may 1 to eo this Pro- 


voking and aboundi 
Ter 3 lnterpreten of Scripture, 2 
that underſtand this Text, as if it condemned . 
ſaty-oaths for ending of ſtrife; ſince (as a known 
1323 obſerves, ) tis but to confirm ſuch oarhs, - 
y preſerving the duæ reverence of them. But all 
profanc cuſtamary ſwearing, though it be by the 
Creatures 3 and all falſe |/a wearing upon any ſolemm 
td. Juſt occaſion, by Gop' himſelf, muſt be look d 
upon as amonj ſt thoſe evils and aborninations ther 
cry to heaventor vengeanctddGqm... 
E ſnould therefore be arias not 0 ; 
avoid; ſuch = our ſelves, | but —— lies 
in our power for preventing and e n it in 
n n T would new, e Mn 


i aue Taz Greatnef of the serer fun 
and the evils to which it expoſes men. 
25 Axs w ER ſome excuſes that common Fearers 
offer for themſelves; |!) vis 7 
. Lay down ſome directions for dealing withpro- 
455 fane ſwearers, and for elne ben who are 
N eie and to leave off this 
A555 4% its 15 7011 M 36> 1 
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'Profate Swearing, hy the ab to which 1 

poſes Men. And here will you ſeriouſiy conſider 

5 following things. ee enen 

88 Seren 0 Ut, 2 M 
bl. THINKIw FAS b, wiring s fares 


a thing.as an oath into contempr. | 03 
Som have imagined that this plack of St. Saas 
and. thoſe. wards of our Saviour, Matt. v. 34. for- 
bid all taking of Oatbs. But, for their explication, 
let it be confider'd 3 there were three very cor- 
rupt opinions, or traditions, amongſt the Jews, 
which are] practiſed upon by too many 
Chriſtians. (.) The Scribes. and Phariſees taught, 
t there was no harm in ſwearing by the zrea- 
Tures but whenever they had a mind to ſtrengthen 
what they ſaid by ſuch forms of ſpeaking, my 
might ſwear by the Heavens, or the Earth, or 
ruſalem, or the Temple, or the like. (2.) They 4 | 
ther very -miſchievouſly raught, that thoſe: 3 
{which did not make expreſs mention of the name of 
Go, were, not binding. So our Saviour charges 
them, Matt. xxiii. 16. with teaching the people, 
that whoſoever fevare by the Temple it was nothing. 
But our bleſſed Lord tells them, that if ſuch kind 
of oaths were rightly conſider'd, ſwearing by the 
Temple would be found the ſame thing, as ſwearing 
be Him that dwelleth therein; and ſwearing by hea- 
en, was a ſweating by the throne of God, and 
im that filteth thereon. . (g.) They alſo propaga- 
ed this corrupt notion of Qaths, that even ſwrar- 
as by the name of Gop was not a ſin, provided 
WTR: what: was true. Now in oppolition to 
pron trad tions, and doctrines concerning Oaths, 
our Saviour (in Mat. v. g 4.) ſays, Swear not at all : 
wat is, not at all by the Creature, as he 1 5 
8 « © ; Cy 
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N of Profane rear g. 8 5 

here explains it: And not at all bythe Creator him- 

elf in common converſation. In this ſenſe it is that 

S. James ſays in the Text, Above "al things; my 
Bret bren, ſeuear not. Don't give way to 45 Oaths; 
and don'rneedleſly and profanely uſe the name of 
Gov in any 2 your converſation. Let it be 
a great occaſion,” a juſt occaſion, a neceſffity occa- 
ſion, whenever you ſwear by the name of Gop : 
For if you ſwear in common converſation, you 
will hereby throw contempt” upon the m Reg 

authority of the Lord Jebovab, and make one of 
the moſt ſacred things in the world, [an Oath, ] be- 
come inſignificant and contemptible, 
Bu r now, that Oaths may be taken on ſome 
occaſions, it Appears fully, in that an Oath is a part 
of Worſhip or Homage, and therefore joined with 
Fear and Service, Deut. vi. 13. Thou ſhalt fear the 
Lord thy God, and ſerve him, and fhalt fwear 5 
bis name. This we find was not only required up- 
on great and ſolemn occaſions in the Old Teſta- 
ment, but likewiſe practiſed in the New. 2 Cor, i. 
23. St. Paul calls Gop for a record. As alſo, Phil. 
i. 8. And in Revel. x. 6. the Angel that ſtood up- 
on the Sea, and upon the Earth, is faid to lift up 
bis hand, and fwear by bim that liveth for even and 
ever. Theſe Paſſages, with others that might be 
mentioned, - plainly ſhew that Oaths may be uſed 
upon very great and ſolemn occaſions, but not 
otherwiſe. n 1 NY «open — 4 
Fo x men, therefore, to make ſwearing by the 
name of GOD à common thing, is to deſecrate 
one of the moſt awful Inſtitutions in the world. 
1 trifling wich the name of Go p, and making uſe 
of it upon every occaſion, they bring that ſacred 
name into contempt; and render it of no uſe at 
thoſe times, when all ſhould ſtand in awe of it, 

and make ſolemn appeals to it. Hence it is that 
when they themſelves come to be in affliction and 
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The Greatneſs 76 ws, 


Muc, that name which. ſhould be 
to Peer Fn LS for 


Name b ke in a profane 


Into his Li 15d ge every hk 
ae out 2 aud curſes. 


2. THINK bow Kren ha fs of 4 
confradicts the Profeſſion of b 7 being Cbriſtians, ny 
hd yn Þ. if does 10 the Chriſtian name in 

Wor 

CBRISTIANITY teaches urs rend, nd da. 
cere, and true in all our converſati 
aſſerting or r denying things may be f us 80 4 
latter 5 of the verſe, where the Text! is, runs 3 


Bren? or deny a th ing, 
be ſure o 115 to your. e and be true to. i, 


ſo as to give no occaſion for your being ſu/pefted of 
falſbood; and then. you will be 3 from the 
Sac g of backing what you ſay with 74 
Nc and from profaning the name of G op to 
juſtify 1 ur ſelves. Now after this is made a Hur 
of our den and a neceſſary part of the C | 
racter of Chriſtian; (as by our Sayiour 1 
it 3s, in the ven of Matthew aboye quoted, as well 
as by St. 7 z) how can any man take a mo 
elfe ual courſe, to ſhew he is no diſciple of Chriſt, 
15 by curſing and ſwearing? Thus TS Peter (as 


has been hinted already) whea.the den. Chris 
»itorff 2 ( 
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— it Aould falBcienit 3 from all 
of being one bf his followers; to eme 42 
to ſtorur. After this he concluded, he all no 
mote be accounteda diſciple of Jet in that com- 
So directiy does profane ſwearing prove, 
that men are not real Chriſtians, whatever they 
may call themſelves. ' 
ox common ſwearers to frequent the Chriſtian 
| Aﬀemblies and to go under re name of oy 
flitins, is a very great prejudice to Chriſtian 
mongſt Infidels. The civilized Heatbhens 1 the. 
name of their Gods with greater reverence than our 
ftweari, ry arr The name of our Lox D Jzsus 
| > depen aſphemed amongſt the Turi, on 
yer) 9 — = much as any thing, that ſuch 
0, Outbs and Imprecations are uſed by ſuch as 
call themſelves Chrif lans. Swearing is moſt diſ- 
gon , ue eſe — — 
to tends to , { Propaga 
ting it in the world. | 


2. 'TIS « Sin that God will ju 2 vgn 
puniſt/d. 

TAE third chest eprelly lay fays, the ; 
Lord” will not hold him guiltieſi that takes bis name 
in bain, Exod. xx. 1. The ers of this com- 
mandment ſhall not eſeape the judgment of Go 
though they may eſcape puniſfſiment from men. 
This fin ſpeaks loch an enmity to Gop in the hearts 
of men, tliat his own glory and honour neceſſarily 
e the puniſhment of it. H/ cxxxix. 20. 

e I late thy name in vain. Immediate 

Ju 9 9 3s not indeed commonly fall upon fuch; 
in ſome caſes it has been ſo, that men have 

Ws y been rue dead with Oaths EY blaſphe- 
nes in their modths. But he certainly  ſhewed 
elf am haſty paſſionate man, who turned thviſt, 
r a Thunderbolt from Heaven did not * | 
I ; 


— 


dead falls, hi PITS ae wp off kin ous 
of bis right. God may ſuffer a profane wretch to 
on in his vickedhefrior ſome time, bur at. laſt 


he 


will certainly ſet hit ins in order before his face: 
And the more his account is ſwell'd, by being long 
ſpared, the more dreadful will his aſus be, 
and the heavier his condemnation at laſt. 
Oun Saviour tells us, that every idle word which 


men ſpeak, (every looſe vain ns þ of talking 
cerning Go p and religion, and all fruitleſs faul 
diſcourſe) they ſhall give an account | of in A 
of judgment, Matt X11. 36. And therefore m 
more ſhall they ive an account of their Oaths and 
Blaſphemies. Now let me put the caſe, That a 
profane ſwearer was ſure he ſhould have all his 
oaths ſet down in all companies where he ſhould 
come; and that he muſt ſuffer the penalty which 
the Laus of our Land appoint, that is, be ee 8 
to pay a Shilling for every, Oath : And r 
ſcore daily running on 'for twenty, thirty, forty 
years; but that the whole ſum of what his oaths 
amounted to ſhould certainly be demanded of him, 
one time or other; els not this be a reſtraint 
upon him? Suppoſe - farther ; when the de- 
mand ſhould come to be made, he not being able to 
| pay for the millions of oaths he had ſworn, he was 
then to be condemned to ſome exquiſite torments, 
and to end his life with ſerpents, kene and the 
moſt loathſome creatures, in a priſon or a age er 
would not this make a man conceive very 
ful things of the ſin of ſwearing ?. And doſt js 
conſider, oh man, that the invi/ible Gop is record- 
ing all thine Oaths and Blaſphemies, and though 
may ſpare thee a long time, that he will at ]; 
call thee to a ſtrict account, and deliver thee to De- 
f wils, thoſe moſt dreadful Executioners, till thou ſhalt 
pay the very utlermoſt farthing? God will not bold 


_—_ Es that lakes: bis name in vain,” pov] 
170 1 4. Con- 


1 Coniyoanctibtthe Sin of Swearing has Wa all | 
others ite. leaſt " temptatitn to it, and therefore- chers 
eee and mane wr pee 
KI 33-4420 Ono 1 

e have ſomething: ue recommend. 
them, aid to dra and excite men to the commiſe" 
ſion of them ; either Gain, or Pleaſure, or Repu- 
tation, or ſometliug that a man propoſts to him. 
ſelf by them: Bur in profane ſwearing there can 
be no pretence to any of : theſe. ' T owing to a 
fearleſſneſs of the Almighty and is inſpired only 
by pride or paſſion, and an horrible audaciouſneſs 
and impudence of 7 Our old famous 2 ber 
Herbert writes _ iouſly to Fils parpotey® 


I mak 5 e — „ 
I gets thee nothin 75 bath no excuſe 
Tut and Wine lens; pleaſure, Avarice pleads gains 
Bui the cheap ſwearer thro* bis open ſſure 
Lets 1 pore run for —— as little fearing. 
Mere Jan Epicure, I could ite we | 
And then he very well adds, 9 . 1 2 
The cheapeſt ſins moſt _ punifh'd are; 
e them is ſo cheap. 


1 it is that one en e obſerves, 
«: fearing is worſe than Epicuri/m.”* There is 
ſomething more beſtial and brutiſb, indeed, in irre- 
gular and exceſſive gratifications of the bodily ap- 
petites; but there is ſomething more belliſd and 
Diabolical, in profaning and blaſpheming the name 
of Gop. That Text lies ſtrong againſt ſwearers, 
Let them be aſbamed (or coufdunded) that tranſgreſi, 
without cauſe, Pſ. xxv. 3. Sooner or later ſuch 
cc mien ſhall be nne PR. 
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1 char the Siu y 8 ir abe moſt 
7 of all obert, and nf 8 


IIS commonly an un- 
| furniſhed mind, that does not know o pow rp 


— ial and fly z or- to give 
Mer ng, wh 80 t i 8 08 | 
ay, ee which otherwi ny wou 
| ene eee n Beg the — — 
e ſound of an has ſome — fol 
2 5 3 n eſteem 
wi ut a 
does not only pro — ne al in 
8 3 — uin e 
oes: pro 
: InSTEAD of making filly and i ic Talk 
appear more conſiderable, it really —— it odious 
and abominable. A man that talks weakly and fool- 
iſhly may not perhaps be much eſteem'd or mind- 
ed; but the adding oaths to his weak talk, make 
. him abbor d by every ſerious perſon, and common- 
preſs'd the (! * — more queſtioned by men 
t have any ends to ſerve upon e or that * 
divert bench b provoking him. 5 
AGAIN, 96 ing ante 
the thi ings he aſſerts, or relates, ma hf up. 
pear ſoraſh, and one of ſo little conſcience” in his 
regards to Gon, by the frequent uſe of oaths, that 


there is no- Judicious will believe he makes 
coniene of fe truth to men, and 
r d right. If a man be ſuf} 


—_ e IX Commandment by * or 

Rule due of of things ; — — 
III. Nen ent by ſwearing and taking God's 
E will be fr om altering any one's ill 
opinion 


(* e Waun "TM 
opinion af him: Vnleſs: de Bobld meer with per- 
ſons ſo fboliſſ as to think, while he makes . 
of the III“ Co chat he yet fears 
to break any other — vill take the breach 
of one command, for a rr. that he will not 
break another. Such is the he mm. od | 
credit or belief, by mens themſelves to 
year and profane the name of 1 e 
An p then as to the ſwearer's chuſing to be ad- 
counted a Badimam; and a man of Courage, rather 
than a Wiſe mun, he is horribly fooliſn to talæe 
#his way of ſhewing his Boldneſs': For this will | 
—— frove ina a mad man, or (what he is afraid 
| *. Coward. If a man deſpiſe or 
| — the name 2 that Being whois able to ftrike 

eee 

geance upon impiety, o 6 
himſelf bold amongſt those 2 not Fort d. 
honour their Maker: 3 This is only to ſnew himſelf 
horribly adventurous, and to act the part of a di- 


ones m wounding and expo ſing himſelf to 
knows what, On the other 


only of thoſe who ave daring e | 
as well as: himſelf, — of 
the — his de acquaintance 
being befor? .reproach'd,. and ill trea 5 
theinp if her ſhould not ſwear as They do; — | 
n him put on never ſo much 

of the appearance of 2 Take it which 
bey ons ill, the folly is ſo great, 
S — pretends 
to aim Ina ens a n in En ee : 


-« Tus fing when 1 Wen bring 
| remperal Fudgmems and IRON W 


en HRT ens 


41.4 C 2 5 Our: 


= ——— ing 
Ourwanp Puniſfiments were ihne 
Lav not only to Stusareri, but to that Herd 


any ,Oath or Blaſpbæmy —— 
c not immediately — it, that a ſtop 
be put to ſuch Impiety. Levit. v. 1. F 4, 
Jin, and bear) tbe Voice of fwearing,':and i 4 i- 
neſi wbet ber he bath ſeen or. known of- it 5 [whe- 
ther he has been preſent: himſelf,» or certainly in- 
form'd by thoſe that have z] if be: do nat cutter. it, 
then be hall bear bis. 17 The Puniſhment due 
to the Swearer, or Blaſp ſhall be born by Him. 
I therefore, this ſin as that there is 
none to utter and to tell it, when they hear the 
voice of ſwearing, Puniſhment 1 nn 
—_ ſuch a People. * 0 4 
HEN cudliethetthsPlophepZhekurkabceck. 
| ing of the (ure that ſhouldigo over the face of 
the Earth, and the Jadgmams that G o n mould 
execute in the ſight of all,: fays, Every one'that 
ſweareth ſhalt be rut Mer i. e. aceording — — 
nings of Gop's Law — fide or part of it, 
hich denountes. Judgments on tlioſt that ſin 
the commandments of the firſt Pable. Aich . g,. 
. See alſo Zepbi i, 5; 6. and Haſea iv. 2, g. lu 
L Us now, af this city and nation, bring this 
65 our ſelves. What reaſon have we to tremble 
becauſe of Gon's Judgmenis, if ſome care be not 
taken, and ſome more than ordinary zeal excited, 
to check this ' growing | Evil àmongſt us? [What 
place of concourſe: can we no]] cone intd, or 
what ſtreets can we walk, and not meet 
the moſt execrable Oaths ànd Curſes? I wiſh 
ta Go p that every i MAagiſtrar in this Cizy,:and 
throughout this Kingdom, might beanimatet — 
his Duty in correcting and puniſbing this Vice. One 
would think, that as ever . their name 
and office ſhould be honoured, hould take'care 
gy the veneration due to mos — of Gop 
7 * 


er e em; hal He will yo 
2 ah but -j deſpiſe bim, be li 
eſteem d. I 0 chat have any fear of G & 

upon their o.τn ſpirits, and an 2 of Religion 
would'ftand up for Gop againſt theſe deſpiſers of 
his Name, his Authority; and his org A ſerious 
Writer formerly bewailing the ſad ſtate of this - 
m, ſays, Though the multitude and va- 

« riety of our ſins be ſo great, that tis a puzzling 
< taſk to determine to what particular crimes our 
«<catamiries are due, yet certainly our oaths arg 
e tog conſiderable an acceſſion to our fins, not to 
« infuſe a ſuitable proportion of gall and worm- 
„ wood into the bitter cup, theſe gaſping nations 
* drink ſo deeply of; and whatſoever may feather 
«« thoſe fatal arrows that deſtroy theſe. nations, 
«© am confident our oaths do ſtrangely point an: 
'« ſharpen them. Let every man then that love 
and honours his Gop, plead his cauſe againſt rhe 
profaners and deſpiſers of his name. Let every one 
that loves his own Soul, and values its peace an 
falyation, avoid this fin of ſwearing above all 0- 
thers. And let every one that loves his 8718 
do what he can to prevent the ruin of it, by ail; 
countenancing and teſtifying againſt that ſin, which 
makes a land mourn. And let every ſerious Ch 
ſian, that can do no more, at leaſt mourn in 
for the oaths he hears in publick places, and 
in the open ſtrects. And let us all exlneſtly plead 
yith Gop to appears, when men are thus Making 
void bis Lam. 

I vob there are ſome people, who throu h 
the commonneſs of this ſin, and their being daily 
inured to it, ow. eaſy with it, and inſenſible of 
our common ut would you think a _peſ- 
tilence the leſs adhoctous, becauſe it ſhould come 
—— be ee diſperſed ?, Or can you think a na⸗ 

"offenſive to o Heayen for its being generally 

” corrupted? 


= 


N 


14 The Commaon/Swearen's 
corrupted ?- Or rather, is it not then ripeſt fot 
ents, and neareſt to.them ? It is with-guiſty 
gdoms as with leaking Boats (to uſe the com- 
pariſon of aver dee pen) hare the the 
number of Pa is, the more ſſ the Veb- 
ſel finks. When Go p looks down from Heaven 
| and ſees that all baus corrupted: thiir may, ang 

nr eee 


N of 


II. 11 now s 1 
which Profane Swearers make for themſelyes. 
Wu ar I have to offer under this head lr 25 
hope be ſerviceable in theſe two reſpects; | 
to perſuade thoſe,, who have been accu 
this fin, to forſake it, when I ſhall make it 
that their ſin is without excuſe ; and to ſhew 
 whoare not guilty of this in . how to 
deal n as rr. e E 


' Objeftion 1. Ir i ledges gi lime, hat they 
mean no harm when they ſwear; 3 and that it s 
rather owing to 7 * than to any thing, of a pro- 
fane PH, that they are of this fin, 
Such oaths they flatter themſc 0 * no loan 


fins, but what a merciful Go p will We 

forgive. as e 

| Anſwer. This 1 makes the 102 greater, end 
of excuſing it, to ſay that their Sock is ow 

to Cuſtom. If a man was accuſed for ſtealing, wou 
any one think it a good plea. before the Judge for 
ſuch a man to ſay, he had been ſo 760 to Thievings 
that he knew not how to quit it? A man had as 
good plead uſe and cuſtom for reaking One Com. 
mandment, as another. When fins thus become 


habitual, they are in the ſight of Goo p the more 


abominable inſtead of W exc n 
a n * Weak 


to 


1 A 


"dd nn 


ek , Bass, ir kad 18 
E incradſe, but leſſens not the guilt. 
a J fould fre lay, perhaps, cn 

EX ar jo, or ſomething 
"that nature, and ug it does not pro- 
ceed from a;nvicked temper; vou think 
Kay m_ Ge aneretiul to you,” = this frail- 


1e 8 yy that crying God forgive 
"To ths Lrely4 oh with you, as your 


fi + and though you ri et you 
OR 5 i, dallre to be forgiven. If a Robber 


ſhould only plead for a pardon, 
chat he Be wee le 3 rob and murder 


again; and would not accept of a pardon upon 
thoſe terms, in never commit a Rob- 
bery more, nor do another act of injuſtice; would 
any one think this man had a ſenſe of Forgiveneſs, 
or any prevailing deſire of it? So the {wearer that 
A0 
yet means to paſs the ent, 
that he ma — firſt vccaGod again, fr. 
tainly has no juſt ſenſe of pardon and forgiveneſs, 
As he pretends that in ſwearing he means no harm, 
ſo neither in forgiveneſs does he mean any great 
good ; but the one muſt paſs for words of —_ 
as: well as the other: Only his ſin becomes aggra- 
vated in this reſpect, that his oaths throw con- 


tempt e Majeſty of Heaven, and his man- 


ner of fo throws contempt upon the 
Mercy of 8 time. And what a 
wh way is this of men's excuſing themſelves, if 
they world ſeriouſly think of it! To abuſe the 
name of Gop, ——— pardon; and then 
abuſe him again, and then cry mercy; thus to bring 
both his name and his mercy into contempft! 
Tov ſtill urge, you mean ſoititle harm that really 
youdonet know you — 


Sb * 


by this you are 5 e. othi it | 
it. A fad ſymptom (as Mr. Boyle obſerves). a 
deſperate caſe in the Judgment of "Phyſicians, wen 
the Patient voids excrements, and noms not hen 
he does it. Tou will allow the compariſon; when; 
I add, that nothing can proceed 0001 pgs en N 
oatbſome and execrable than Oaths and 5 
As 10 baving no Evil intention: This is a py 
that with wiſe and conſiderate; perſons can Nail 
nothing. Tis the joint ſentiment both of Ar- 
liſts and Divines, that no googneſs of the Int — 
juſtify a thing in its own nature evil. Andi — 
intent will not juſtify an ill action, much leſs cn 
pretence of meaning na harm, at all excuſe; you, 
Our Actions may provoke Heaven as well as our. 
Intentions: And if we ſay and do which we 
know God has an averſion to, tis to add to the pro- 
vocation, to pretend we do not defign to diſpleaſe 
or throw dockt upon him. 2 28114) AA 29%.70 
148 485. 
2. Bur ſome; plead, that do — 
£ „0 It is but now and then har they . extraordi- 
nary provocations that they are guilty of this ſin; 
and others about them they hear, that ſwear much. 
Yue, and moch worſe than they do. # 1538 N 


WT EE 


Anſ. Youdon't ſwear Gene But 1 may not one 
ſuch inſtance of daring impiety be enough to con- 
demn you? Tou now and then profane and abuſe 
the name of G o p, but will Go p hold you guil- 
leſs, think you, only becauſe you are not ſo y_ 
as others, when you-your-ſelves acknowl, 

are 'guilty now and then ? Tou are not ſ% ſick as 
ſome that are in the greateſt agonies and — A 
their laſt, but you are ill of the ſame: momtal di- 
ſtemper, and is this a ſtate to content yourſelves ind. 
Some are full of wounds, but you have only dag 3 
e your few may n your 5 


75 


; Z 15 
| uses wal 6s their many. And to fay that there 
are a muliitude about you that ſwear much worſe, 
and are more guilty of this fin chan you, is to 
ſay that there are ſome who deſerve a bofter place 
in Hell than your oo but ſtill Hell and Venge- 
„ expeR from the Fl 
well as 2 

Boer you do not think ſwearing now and 
2 50m 0 can be your damnation and ruin, beca 

do not find that your ſpirits have any fuch ter- 

rors or apprehenſions about it. Alas for you, are 


there not many that die of Letbargies, as * 
of raging Fevers? May not your inſenfibility 
your danger be rather a f-pom of your 
ing Death, chan a ſign its being well wi 
There is a Generation that are pure in their — 2 7 


and yet is 2 wages from their Bitbineſs, Prov. 


XXX, 12. 
Bur you why don't 1 take qotice' of | 
heed nt * that tis only n exirgor- 
dinary-Provocdtions you ſtocar, 2 in ſucb baſe where 
fi: and blood can f T hear the things that von meet 
with, That is, fleſh and blood is firſt enflamed 
and hurried into ſinful paſſions, and then 
theſe in oaths and ſinful words. hoy * n= us you 
would make one fin end rage for another, when by. 
adding both together you only declare your. ſelves 
doubly guilty. Have not other men met with as 
great ovocations as you, when they have been 5 
abuſed in their good names, ſpoiled of their goods, 
and at laſt perhaps barharouſly uſed and put td ex- 
ce torments; and yet they never curs'd or 
wore, but 7 4 Gop, and prahed for man, in the 
2 of beg © pug treatment? Will you Poe 
your 0 ufly angry as to curſe 
ſweay, * excuſe y Jour brag — that . Je 
Precept, Br angry and fin not? Epb. iv. 2 Os 
your vutomperate anger va — in the fight 


75 


N * A neee © 
25 of Gov, aud Wan oaths and curſes make. ir at 


_ change them for thoſe that 5 better Senſe, and 
better Fills. But common reaſoning | methinks 
ſhould inſtruct you thus far, that to teach children 


\ nts \ . 
, * 
1 


Biss our paſſicinags ſmearing i is not the 


n © way to remove or remedy any of thoſe evils that 
Nie you ſuch eee Becauſe others pro- 
voke nd offend you, you will. vilify the name of 


your maker, and provoke and offend him; and-fo 


| Inſtead of ſecuring his favour and . merciful protec- 


2 to remove your uncaſineſſes, and to keep off 
from you the things that diſquiet you, he leaves 

ou to continual reſtleſs paſſions,” and to the occa- 
lions of exciting them by the perpetual - miſtakes 
or miſmanagements of ſuch as are about you. If 
you never ceaſe ſin, W ira in the 


5 world to n you! to it, tis ee Wi 5 


ruin. 


0 Ir N W der 

0555 5 do not ſwear at wg em, or-:thoſe 

them, they are not mi nded by them, or at 

leaſt that things are not done ſo 7 and 

carefully, and diligently as they would have them 

to be; and they often find that enn 
tary in order to their being belier'd, TS 


Anſ. A ſteady condu, and a 3 
Truth in all you ſay, will ſoon bring thoſe about 


you to take more notice of you, and to have more 


reſpect for you, than ſwearing at them will do. 
For you to break Gop's commands, in order to 


make others obey your commands, is a method that 


can't long "ut In the caſe of ſervants, if 
you have ſuch as will be made attentive. to you, 
and active for you only 2 feearing, you ſhould 
conſult your. Kal eaſe and happineſs ſo much-as = 


Or 


or ſervants to make light 
of his threatnings (as the IIl* Commandment has 


n_S www 
"* > 


- Excuſes Abe N 
t of Gop's cotta. 


a peculiar threatning annex*dro it) will — them 
degrees to ſlight - your commands, and a your: ix 

by and reſentments too. A great. deal of HD 

contempt which is nom poured upon Superzors 1s 


owing to their raſh- and paſſionate ſwearing.” For 


let Inferiors once learn to eras: their Superiors 
do, and then oaths come to be as little regarded + 
as any thing and if this be made a mark of great- 
— 3 ever * that Ae but ſwear 
as A Peron 1 55 
Cty e 1 e 5 
them. — is — —— and authority, 


there can be no need of an oath to procure regard z 


and where there is 10 juſt autbority or power over 
another; ſwearing makes a man appear very con- 
temptible, and only declares him an. impotent e 5 
tor anda profane noiſy Buſtler and Pretender: 


wodld-be-ſomething, Which he is not, and an In 0 


ſiſter upon tlioſe regards from others which no- 
courteſy” can incline them to give, and of which 
his pong and I gg pere Ro uttefly:t un- 
wort * | 

Ap then, He, that in common none 
ſwears, becauſe he imagines he ſhould not be he- 
lizved without an Oath, judges very wrong of 
ober, and really expoſes' bimſelf to much greater 
ſuſpicion of falſhood. Wh Would the ſwearer 
take up an opinion of any t . he converſes with, 
that they are ſo uncharitable as to give no credit 
to him without ſwearing? + Why ſhould he make 


Them the occaſion and reaſon for his fin, who ne- 


ver diſcovered any thing of that ſuſpicious, diſ- 
truſtful, incredulous temper that he takes them to 
be of? A more generous opinion of others, would 


make profane ſwearing to atteſt things in common 
2 a 3 8 ; nay, it really 


appears | 


20 a "© 
qpprats © be an highly affromting thing,” and-thas 


1 you to, as well as to Gon, to 
2 they are ſo diſtruſtful, or ſo ill-aatur d, 
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tions! credit or bat to what men lay. 
Tan obſervation ef a -Perſon of - 

this head 8 

& kon ta 

him mare 

. Ogrhs wi 

"* * upon 
tha nber of them diſcredits thoſe eruths 

4 0 ould perſuade you.“ 

. a be forced 1 give dere for 


i 


| wich = 8 have 4 like ſums. or greater 
upon their bare: word or note; would you think it 
1 credit of ſuch a Tradeſman that he ia come 
to this paſs? As little does it prove any man 
truth, to ſay every thing — e which _ 
10 ne MDA aan mos | 


. - Oh, * Bur perhaps don ar — that's 
4 only ſwear to what-is true, and in this they are 
careful, that thoſe who are acquainted with them, 
re * 
when: they ſwear to lt. WY 
E1 3 i , 


y £ 2 
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Anſwer do che former Objection 


5 


- A th —— not ue 
3 1 Or — lun 
ae not. 3 

EE . * . 
m.. 4 


4 — and childiſh en 10 

3 12 ſpeak 
as that they may think you can 

their Janguag ge, and at the ſame time to think yay 

can avoid the guilt of diſpleaſing G op. He looks 


TW. 
H 


10 


* 


0 


into peur thoughta, atid e with! what In- 


n * Tou intend h 
| um 


Antention be laid to yo 


22 KG . 

otficrs ſhould take them for A uo. e wil not that 4 
ea ever mall, 

3 og to confirm what you ſay, and to 
gain the. ard; which others expect by ther 
more dreadful you. are in a lower degree 15 
guilty” of their ſin. In this you pour contempft 
directly on your Saviour Command, who has re- 
quired you not to ſwear at a by any creature, or 
id ay ef t iini of A e Dords x: i- 
ther beaven, nor earth, nor any other thing. When 
you {peak thing like the name of G'o'D, and 
break out ſt Heeg r e e e 
ſuch like expeeſſions; „ This is, ſays an 
Writer, to deal with G o p himſelf as the 

3 1 his faithful dae 5 
6 to diſguiſe utting on the or 
i appearance of ſome beaſt, and — rl 
« tear'them''to pieces: 
« name . _ 
<« as profanely and wickedly as others, and ſo de- 
6 2587 the honour and reverence due to it 

Dawu z your practiſing this kind of oaths for 
«wk; will by degrees lead you to 'others, and 
greater. Or if it ſhould not be ſo, yet you 
would do well to conſider, that a thouſand lefler 
holes may fink a ſhip, as well as a few greäter leaks 3 
and you may be as effectually — by multiply; 
ing what you call little na ſmaller oaths, as by 
more glaring Blaſphemies and Profaneneſs. That 
is a very terrible paſſage, Ferem. v. 7. How ſhall I 
pardon thee for this ? Thy Children bave forſaken 2 
and ſworn by them that are no Gods. Swearing 
the Creatures is a branch of Idolatry of which 
G OD * How ſhall I pardon thee? 


Oli 6. AnoTHER plea that Fvearers urge for 
v7: wth is, that there is ſomething in 9 | 


|  «& for the Co 


7 = I 


uſe 


, . * 


| 4 T 1919. plex b ——— 
1 by many: of thoſe that are influenced by it. "Fs 
fort of ſwearers, the Honourable Mr. Boyle ob- 
ſerves, are like ſome Sa that lurk in rocks 
<<. or woods, with whom it 1s much more difficult 
« to draw them out to a battle, than it is to gain 
« a victory over them. But what he adds upon 
this head ö is very juſt, «© That thoſe perſons muſt 
. be thoucht ft 1  neceflitous of meriting 
„ Qualities, that do ſo meanly by their had Qua- 
« [ities court your good opinion of them.“ T 
only thoſe who want «due efteemn for themſelves, 
thar will bellen ic upon you, fr our — 
rr 
author adds here But you think your IE 
« will make you taken for a Gentleman. e 
s miſtaken, ſays he, there is too little Epi ER 
6 — in this Vice to- be affoQted to | 
„ that Quality. This fin of fr is ſo. cheap 

« and now grown ſo common, that J wonder (as 
4 he continues to write) our Grandees do not re- 
1 nounce it; although not for the Yice's ſake, yet - 

mpany's lake ; when your moſt igno- 
rant and deſpicable wretches are now — 8 
moſt te wearers. 

As for its your Courage, and. 
mark of Valour ; here again you are ſadly del — 
The ſwearer may ſtab and ruin Aa Soul, to 
ſhew how | bold à man he is; but it ſeems he has 
not boldneſs and courage enough to refit. the de- 
| riſe ad acct dd vie may dine a 


\ 


: . v4 |; 8 of ? \\ 
* 4 - \ 4 
8 : * « ' . 3 2 
* x .. wi ' 
. * Fey - a. : , 
e 8 


ous bar and Ob iſt him. N; Gong 
they males th rude and barbarous de. 
mand” upon him, that for the 1 
ide acquaintance, he Thould break wirb Heaven, 
and make a ſacrifice of himſelf, yet he has not the 
courage to oppoſe chem, or 'forſake their Com- 


23 WILL venture to lay down this as an undoubt- 
ed maxim, that there is no rowardice ſo contempti- 
ble, as that which makes a man reſign his bigbeſt 
imereſts, and afraid to purſue the dictates of his 
own conſcience. And there is no courage” fo great, 
and juſt, and reputable, as that enables a 
man to /corn the ſtorneys in the cauſe of God, and 
to abboy thoſe who hate and deſpiſe that worthy 
name by which we are called; in all this, 
aga teſt ion that the fear 
D may expoſe one to. Iſraelites were won 
derfully terrified at che lackneſ of the Heavens, 
and the of the Earth, at Mount Sinai; 
Thunder, and 1 , and Smoak, then made 
them tremble : But in order to 
AGfes inſtructs them in the true fear 
Dod. xx. 20. This is courage + | 
Hand the ſhock of a diſſolving world, 
8wearer with all his bluſtering airs, and profane ap- 
rance of Boldneſs, ſhall call to rocks and moun- 
tains to fall upon him, and to bide bim from the face 
of bim that ſits upon the throne, and from the wrath 
the Lamb. One realizing thought of ſuch a 
approaching, would for ever baniſh this plea 
of the ſwearer, that Oaths upon ſome occaſions wr 
genteel and bold, and fecure a man from deriſion, and 
the like, He that is afraid or aſharhed now to own 
and ſtand up for the honour of Gop and CRRNISH 
157 1 the Judge of ck. — Dead will be 
och b fore bis Fas and the boly An. 
% will condera him to thoſe: —— 
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time 1 would ſuch as are driven from the 
Pleas already an vered, will make their laſt and 
that this alſo they may be helped to overcome,” 
| Namely; a pretence that they would ever ſwear, 
if they could belp its, they deſire, to avoid this ſin, 
and would very 6 7. 
matter of 12 5 di eee as to | 
abſtain wholly ON eo TR 


An. To chis reply, thatif hid bit 1 i 
thorough willingneſs, whatever difficulty there may 
be in in off from this fin,” that difficulty* 4 
balf . overcome. And'if the Imagination of difficulty 
| 2 but be laid afide, the difficulty ir ſelf will n 

t meaſure vaniſh. Mr. Boyle mentions an n- 
ect his being inſtrumental td reclaim a Gentle. 
man from this vice of ſwearing, © though his 3 5 
4 was little younger than himſelf; and "though he 
as à very cholerick perſon; and thoug þ be he bad 
We apprehenſions, that his 8 to qi | 
<< this fin could not be ſucceſsful ; yet (ſays x 
<« Honourable Perſon) before one fortnight was 2 : 

<_ he obtained io viſible a, conqueſt over, this: . 

bborn Vice, chat de had afterwards only choſe” 
«<'yelicks- of it to ſuppreſs, which might keep. Him” | 
«from growing proud of fo fuddens recovery. 2 

Tax x is not ſo much difficulty in con quering. 
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deliyer the molt actyftom'dSwearer from the power 
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vs. for enabling thoſe who are deſirons ſo te dg, 10 
and leave off this ſin; and alſo to direct others, 

| . are to deal with fuch, | | 
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who have been accuſtom'd to the uM, ſwearing, 
but are now. delirous to . how they may 4 

vid and leave it WI not here uſe. many. 

Words, in recommending the Directions I have to. 
give, but I dare, 2 55 for. Frein 

| * the are carefully followed. 
3 B 3 to take ame to your. ſelve [and to 
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Aren — — Temper, 2nd al 

Aran vole Kis of anger. In order to this, you 

— watch 9 ching 5 — — 
Blood, provoke to inordinate paſſias. I- 

| muſt be ayaidod, if . 


wafer: ved bit 
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ag ws of the world. This has pro wi etal 
2 Les: the . d and 
humble: „ and way of converſing, forwhich 
our bleſſed 1 and he followers 
were remarkable, n 
he nean ExpreMions, d vain dir \ baugbty 
and extravagant P eople. * Mo er * 1 
go D ow'T: uſer your e! rvera- 
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this and that. Don't make theſe 
mon and familiar: Don't 22 
them. If nn 
Jet them o in cheir unbelicf, | 
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| amongſt a Barharous people, they — 


Vice, and then be apt to be infected with it and: 


to be a forfeiture to the Poor: And if every 
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und ill treuted, 3 
Cornpa- 


this Profaneneſs his Intimates, and choſen 
nions. One of our Divines obſerves of thoſe that are 


civilized, and of ſome polite taſte, yet if the 3 | 


purity of their own Language; and have their french 
<orrupted with the Barbariſms that are contin 
ſounding in their Ears; ſo they that live 
conſtanr"ſwearers, will firſt loſe their borror of. = 
into it themſelves; For this reaſon, I think even 
thoſe who are moſt free from ſwearing, yet ſhould 


not chuſe to make ſuch their conſtant companion as 


are addicted to this Vice, leſt they ſhould be. in- 


ſected by them. And I am ſure thoſe that would 
gain a Victory over themſelves, who have lived in 


this fin, ener (ay Fong: ine > 2 aut of _— 
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6. Waewever- you are obliged to take — — 1 
A it be — great fear and reverence, and 

that will prevent and cure your trifling with oaths. 
The more ydu think of the awfulneſs of bn xe. 
ito an all- ſeeing Almighty Go p, the more youwnll 
dread the thoughts of making ſuch A upon 
low and trivial occaſions. ine Frog 
7. Ir were adviſeable den „ penalty.on your 
ved coy time you ſwear or take Gop's name in 
- vain. The Laws of our Country make every oath, 
rer 
would lay ſuch penalties upon - himſelf, and nat 
- make the informations of otbers againſt him neceſ- 


5 T am perſuaded he would much ſooner he cu- 
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f this Vice. Let the firſt en of (ua 
you meet with, have hat from you after 
Oatb, which che Magiſtrate \might e262 if ydur of- 
Fence was made known to him. The, Poor ate 
ed Gowv's: „ and therefore 7 Werle 

| againſt 
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"weary of it. Ger ſome prudent; 


your monitor, — monitor, and toit you une 8 
1 and | 
Fer muſt reſolye as ovce to ae this Vice, 


n eb ot your Guilt, — n — 

ſtrength bete Ba. Tun hs” not a Vice tobe alli 
wit hõ but to be ſuddenly} 1 | 
eſt finteriry cencuncedand'forkakens phi ©. wes 
an r uon 

enable you t ſubdue this Vice, If you 
in a ſeribus and 1 it 


its ſuch-awfuk thoughts of G % v. 
imo pic ren and ſp lightly: 


x Upon 
= you 


1 


| homage: 

15 the very g weak fo 
2 cial aid from — «which Sorrug- 
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in abe oder 3 
8 gy fl this ſin ſo — ah wiſh 
or expect, dont be diſeduraged, bus ſtill.go on to 
pray againſt it, and to: uſe the means before pre- 
Fried Either Prayer: will make yu give over 
R 
not Sin make yo 


give 8 Let 
rayer : But gray always 
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honour of Go p, 
3 
da wall co jain with % 
or at leaſt to cult aud adviſe with fone; of the 
members of ſuch Societies, that you may 45 
with ſafety and ſucceſs. In this, the 
Societies is evidently and greatly concerned. 

AnD accordingto the 3 a late excellent Bi 


ſhopof St. Aſaph, it n Searing, rw 

ed in the year 1721,-1et be obſery- 
ed . Don't ſuffer any that depend upon you. 
“ and are under ft’ care more „ %, 
«« commit 'chis irwickoue puniſhing: 
« Let not any of your 1 to fear wich- 


284 


« out your anger, anth.lmmediate chaſtiſement. 

« You will ſave thaw heveby, bom, much miſchief | 
| „ here, e 
| 9 echo re 

« this Wl — 
| * hi | 
« that will not do nn — 
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